Message

From:
Sent:
To:

CC:

Subject:

Getting
other’s
COMMU

Nickle, Richard (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) [ran2@cdc.gov]

10/30/2017 8:42:54 PM

Rebecca Fugitt [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=userc57242b3]; Werner, Lora [fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange
Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=921f9f156035403fa605¢142a287ccla-Lwerne02];
'fim.a.rose@wv.gov' [jim.a.rose@wv.gov]; lvey, Walt (CDC wv.gov) [Walter. M.lvey@wv.gov]; Thomasson, Erica (CDC
wv.gov) [erica.r.thomasson@wv.gov]; Murphy, Patrick M [Patrick. M.Murphy@wv.gov]

Colledge, Michelle [fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=20fa592058h44fadb2fc724a8db2241b-MColledg]; Markiewicz, Karl
/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a%af7eaacbcb41d8a469eb1f11183ad6-Kmarkiew]; Helverson, Robert
/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=e96005a319744540a11alaed352395d1-Rhelvers]; Edge, Charles
(ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) [ibd7@cdc.gov]; Phillips, Gene (CDC odh.ohio.gov) [gene.phillips@odh.ohio.gov];
Benjamin.Robison@odh.ohio.gov; deFijter, Sietske (CDC odh.ohio.gov) [Sietske.deFijter@odh.ohio.gov]

RE: FOR HEALTH AGENCY COMMENT - DRAFT Ames Warehouse Fire, Parkersburg - additional background technical
info from ATSDR emergency response DRAFT

{
[
(
[

ready to head out and T may be a little hard pressed tonight to get back to things. Subject to Lora’s and
opinions, the initial intended audience of the email is the EPA On-Scene Coordinators and the EPA
nity liaisen. However, we anticipate that they will probably use some or all of this language to explain

their data results - either on thetr event website or in community meetings. That resulted in this mix of
technical issues and plain language.

From: Rebecca.Fugitt@odh.ohio.gov [mailto:Rebecca.Fugitt@odh.ohio.gov]

Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 4:25 PM

To: Werner, Lora S. (CDC epa.gov) <werner.lora@epa.gov>; 'jim.a.rose@wv.gov' <jim.a.rose@wv.gov>; lvey,
Walt (CDC wv.gov) <Walter.M.lvey@wv.gov>; Thomasson, Erica (CDC wv.gov) <erica.r.thomasson@wv.gov>;
Murphy, Patrick M <Patrick. M.Murphy@wv.gov>

Cc: Colledge, Michelle (EPA) (CDC epa.gov) <COLLEDGE.MICHELLE@EPA.GOV>; Markiewicz, Karl (EPA) (CDC
epa.gov) <Markiewicz.Karl@epa.gov>; Helverson, Robert (CDC epa.gov) <helverson.robert@epa.gov>; Nickle,
Richard {ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) <ran2 @cdc.gov>; Edge, Charles {ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) <ibd7@cdc.gov>; Phillips, Gene
(CDC odh.ohio.gov) <gene.phillips@odh.ohio.gov>; Benjamin.Robison@odh.ohio.gov; deFijter, Sietske {CDC
odh.ohio.gov) <Sietske.deFijter @odh.chio.gov>

Subject: RE: FOR HEALTH AGENCY COMMENT - DRAFT Ames Warehouse Fire, Parkersburg - additional
background technical info from ATSDR emergency response DRAFT

lora,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft message. | called you and left a voicemail as we have a
few questions about the intended audience. ODH is reviewing the draft language and will provide comments,
but will would need through tomorrow to respond.

Thanks,
Rebecca

From: Werner, Lora [mailto:Werner.lora@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 12:08 PM

To: 'jim.a.rose@wv.goV' <jim.a.rose@wyv.gov>; Fugitt, Rebecca <Rebecca.Fugitt@odh.ohio.gov>; Walter M lvey
<Walter.M.lvey@wv.gov>; Erica.R.Thomasson@wv.gov; Murphy, Patrick M <Patrick. M.Murphy@wv.gov>

Cc: Colledge, Michelle <Colledge.Michelle @epa.gov>; Markiewicz, Karl <Markiewicz.Karl@epa.gov>; Helverson,
Robert <Helverson.Robert@epa.gov>; ran2 @cdc.gov; Edge, Charles (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) <ibd7 ®cdc.gov>
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Subject: FOR HEALTH AGENCY COMMENT - DRAFT Ames Warehouse Fire, Parkersburg - additional background
technical info from ATSDR emergency response DRAFT

Hello Mid Ohio Valley Health Department, WV Bureau for Public Health, and Ohio Department of Health
colleagues!

Please see below for a DRAFT email ATSDR Emergency Response has prepared regarding the air quality data
from the Ames Warehouse Parkersburg Fire. We prepared this to share with EPA at their request (possibly EPA
will add this email information on EPA’s website for this incident now that is live with some of EPA’s data
https://response.epa.gov/site/site profile.aspx?site id=12462).

Please let me know if you have any edits or concerns on this DRAFT this afternoon if possible. If you have no
comments that's fine, just let me know that if you can. We would like to finalize this later today.

In addition to the EPA data now available on their website, we did notice that CTEH has the first batch of
laboratory air analytical information loaded on their website as well (attached as a pdf). ATSDR will review this
as well as EPA’s preliminary analytical SUMMA data expected later this week and evaluate that in a future email.

Hopefully this is helpful. Thank you, Lora

PS
Walt/Erica/Pat — I heard Dr. Gupta might have issued a statement about this incident? | didn’t see anything on
the web, is this something you could share with me? Thanks!!

Lora Siegmann Werner, MPH

Regional Director, Region 3

Division of Community Health Investigations

Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry (ATSDR)/Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
c/o EPA Region 3

1650 Arch Street

Mailstop 3HS00

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Desk phone: 215-814-3141

Cell phone: 215-588-9778

Fax: 215-814-3003

Emails {only need to use one): lkw8@cdc.gov and werner lora@epa.gov

**Please note: emails may appear as @ epa.gov because we share IT services in our regional office**

Beginning shortly after the five started on October 21st, EPA and the State have been monttoring
gnvironmental conditions around the Ames Warehouse fire at Camden and Broadway in
Parkershurg, Additional air monitoning was conducted by the Center for Toxicology and
Environmental Health (CTEH) working for Wood County authorities beginning the Monday
after the fire started. Because information on the contents of the warehouse has not been certain,
this air monitoring has focused on particulate matter less than 10 micrometers in digmeter
(PMI0} and legs than 2.5 mucrometers (PM2.5) to track the smoke from the five. These

particulates are small enough o be breathed deep into the lungs and are usually a good indicator
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of potential health fssues. Additional measurements have been made of common breakdown
products of plastics and carbon monoxide. Carbon monoexide 13 a3 measurement that can be used
to evaluate any fire,

The primary concern for health officials has been “ypikes” of both PMI0 and PM2.5. These
spiles have been above 24 hour air quality standards for open air for brief periods of time during
the dav or night. You can learn more about aw quabity standards at htps://www.aimow.gov/:
ook for n‘o mation on the Air Quality Index {AQH on the right side of the page. Many of the
spilies have occurred after midnight until just before dawn, usually lastng for periods of less
than an hour up to about 4 hours. Then the concentrations dropped below the ar

standards. Because of wind conditiony and the hilly nature of the ground arcund the warehouse,
it 18 not known how long these higher concentrations have lasted in any given ares away from
the sarapling locations. Local authorities 1in consultation with state and federal public health and
environmental officials made the recommendations to protect public health, including advice on
sheltering in their homes and gvoiding the smoke, West Virginia officials consulted frequently
with their counterparts in Ohio to make sure evervone in the area possibly affected by the smoke
from the fire were made aware of the recommendations to protect themselves. A quality in the
avea of the fire have improved dramatically over the weekend, Average vesults on October 27-
28, 2017 from EPA showed PM2.S resulis in the good to moderate atr quality index

raniges, There were much lower and less frequent spikes of higher concentrations compared 1o
what were observed earlier in the week, with the maximum values as expected at the source air
perimeter monttonng location.”

%ma:xkif from any fire umnitates the lungs, nose, {md E woat, Individuals wath pre-exasting
respiratory and cardiac conditions are more sensitive to the effects of the amecskau from this fire
ﬁé?‘;”am what we have seen in the environmental d&m s far, once exposure to the smoke from f:,%m
fire has stopped, any symptoms should subside fairly quickly. Wany mdividual has symptoms
that persist, they should consalt first with their personal doctors because vour doctor knows your
personal health better than anvone else. Other professionals through the local hospitals, regional
poison control centers, and public health agencies are available to yvour doctor to help them
understand the effects of the smoke in order to help vou

There have been strong plastics odors as well as typical combustion odors in aveas where the
smoke has been, Information on what would be causing these odors 18 not known. The public
health implicatons of these odors cannot be determined untl additional informanon s

available, How ever, strong odors in alv can cause symptoms in peoeple. Some people are more
sensitive to environmental odors ‘fhcn others In general, as the smells from the smoke increase,
Moreg g}@@pie may experience symptoms. Symptoms from odovs vary based on your personal
sensitivity to the odor. Young children, the elderly, and pregnant women may be more sensitive
to odors than other people. In general, the most cormmon symptoms from odors are headaches;
nasal Laﬁ%ﬁ%xif&’sii eye, nose, and throat irvitation; nauses, and cough. People more sensitive to
odors can experience chest tightness, shortness of breath, wheering, heart p:ﬁpz‘{a{mm TEUSER,
drowsiness, and mental depression. These symptoms generally ocour at the time of exposure and
tend 0 subside quickly when the odors go away. The mtensity of these syimptoms depend on the
concentration of the odor in air, how often vou smell 1t and how long you smell 11 Avoiding the
smoke and the odors when vou can should reduce your reaction. You can learn more about
odors and their health effects at https://www.atsdr.cde. gov/odors/index . html

West Virginia Health and Oluo Health initisted g process called syndromuic surveillance through
the local hospitals, Syndromic swrveillance 18 a means of tracking signs and symptoms of
exposure to smoke. From what we have learned so far, people in the argas potentially affected
by the smoke have done well protecting themselves following the advice from local
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offictals. The need for additional studies 13 being considered. If it is determined that there s a
need or benefit for additional studies, state and foderal health agencies will work through local
authorities 1o conduct those studies. When additional information on the contents of the
warghouse and the air and water quality becomes available, a better appreciation of the potential
health effects of this fire can be made. This additional imformation should help with the decision
for any additional studies.

The health and environmental professionals working on this fire will continue to work together
until we are confident that the community concerns are addressed,

Did You Know: Children of parents who talk to their teens about drugs are up to 50% less likely to
use. Start the conversation: StartTalking.Ohio.Gov

This e-mail is intended for the sole use of the intended recipient and may contain privileged, sensitive, or protected
health information. If you are not the intended recipient, be advised that the unauthorized use, disclosure, copying,
distribution, or action taken in reliance on the contents of this communication is prohibited. If you have received this
e-mail in error, please notify the sender via telephone or return e-mail and immediately delete this e-mail.
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